Te Ara O Puuriri
Kia ora and welcome to this little treasure of fun trails, a growing native forest, and even a small community orchard. Enjoy your interaction with this space and we encourage you to help look after Te Ara O Puuriri with trail maintenance and pest and weed control. 
This previously unnamed space has been called Te Ara O Puuriri in consultation with Ngati Te Ata and Ngati Tamaoho. There has been a focus on establishing a mature puriri forest and puriri simply love this site with the deep, fertile, free draining tuff ring soil. The Puriri was the favourite native tree of the late Ngati Te Ata Kaumatua and archaeologist, George Flavell. Puriri forests used to dominate the local landscape but now account for well below 1% of the original cover.
Geology	The summit of Te Ara O Puuriri is one of the summits on the Pukekohe 5 Summits route and the new trail provides a circuit route option for this summit rather than a less interesting there and back. The summits are made up of a collection of volcanos and tuff ring crater rims surrounding Pukekohe, providing a range of scenic vantage points. 
History	In 2020 this 1.5 hectare site was a disused site with no access and no aroha. It was a dense forest of weeds. Mainly woolly nightshade but also privet, blackberry, Chinese privet, mothplant, gorse and climbing asparagus. There was a huge pile of rubbish that had been dumped over the steep bluff near the summit. The summit was selected as one of the summits for the Pukekohe 5 Summits. A walking and cycling route mapped and signed by Pukekohe Tramping Club as part of their 50th anniversary celebrations. It had a there and back route of approximately 300m before connecting back into the 20km route. 
Part of Te Ara O Puuriri was owned by Watercare. Part was unformed legal public access road – Paper Road.  Part of the lower section, leading to Rifle Rage Rd, is used by the Lions Club doing great community work with growing and selling pine Christmas trees as a community fund raiser.
In 2021 Members of Whakaupoko Landcare and the emerging Franklin Active Trails group spied an opportunity to turn a wasteland into a valuable community space. With a supportive Water Care and help from Walking Access, (Herenga A Nuku), enduring access for walking and cycling was negotiated. This was key to providing cycle, stroller and wheelchair access options. A small group of enthusiasts from various parts of Franklin began the hard core process of clearing all the rubbish and destroying the giant forest of woolly nightshade. Auckland Council helped with removing rubbish from the site. Schools have become involved with follow on trail building, weed & pest control and plating a few thousand native trees. Tamaoho School have been involved annually with 150 students as busy as bees. 
Te Ara Puriri Tamaoho School Planting Day Video
Helped by Pukekohe High School and Wesley College Duke of Edinburgh students.
Trails have been developed to provide shared walking/running trails with uphill cyclists. Fun downhill bike trails have ben developed of varying grades to help develop skills needed to take on the many trails across NZ. The low lying exit on to Rifle Range Rd has ben metalled to provide an all weather trail surface for all year around use. 
There has been a formal pre dawn Trail blessing in June 2025 with the support of Ngati te Ata and Ngati Tamaoho. As part of the blessing a large puriri was planted to mark the entry and in memory of George Flavell. On the other side a large kowhai was planted in memory of Judy Donovan who had been one of the key drivers with the development of Pukekohe 5 Summits and who had participated in many of the Te Ara O Puriri working bees. The blessing was on the day following her funeral following her unfortunate misadventure in the Pureora Forest kokako area carrying out pest control.
The Future	Te Ara O Puuriri looks set to grow as a trail connection hub. There is the possibility of a Trail access in the Kiwi Rail Corridor between Pukekohe and Patumahoe. Via informed legal public access roads, Te Ara O Puuriri can provide safe connection to Adams Rd North and on the urban boundary back towards Kauri Rd. There is a logical connection via Rifle Range Rd to the 6th Summit of Puni Reserve and the MTB trails. Just 100m away from the summit of Te Ara O Puuriri will be a link to the proposed Papahua Reserve sports park that promises to have further trails for all to enjoy.
Collaborative Team Effort	Many have helped in many ways with bringing Te Ara O Puuriri to life and we acknowledge the following:
Led by Franklin Active Trails and Whakaupoko Landcare with help from:
Pukekohe Tramping Club - Identified and brought the summit to life
Watercare – Allowing enduring public access
Herenga A Nuku – Funding and organising enduring access agreement.
NZ Survey Company – Donating some of the survey costs
Ngati Tamaoho and Ngati Te Ata – support with predawn blessing and planning
Auckland Council – Financial support towards some of the coordination and material costs.
Tamaoho School, Wesley College and Pukekohe High School – Trail building and tree planting.
Troyden Contracting – Supply of metal and Geotech cloth for metalled section of trail
World Wild Life – Funding native trees
Counties Energy – Funding of trees and trail materials
Lions – for being supportive of the trail development




