


Draft Ponsonby Road Masterplan
Cycle Action Auckland feedback
Cycle Action Auckland was established 14 years to advocate and provide a voice for cyclists in the whole city. Our volunteers work closely with Auckland Transport  and NZTA. We are affiliated to Cycle Advocates Network that has a National role in advocating for cycling.
Cycle Action Auckland has a paid membership of over 120, and around 1500 supporters including those through affiliated bodies.
Our Vision 
“Cycling in Auckland is an attractive, safe and viable everyday choice for all our communities”
Our Aims
 For Cycling:
	Champion the Benefits,
	Collaborate, Lobby and  Hold Accountable,
	Remove the Barriers



Our Involvement
The Ponsonby Road Masterplan invited Cycle Action to be on the Working Group to produce the draft. Their participant attended all planning sessions and feed strongly into the cycling  provision aspect of the plan but also (with an architectural background and being a long time resident) contributed constructively on all other aspects of the plan.
Key Outcomes
Cycle Action Auckland agrees strongly with 
Make Ponsonby Road safer for pedestrians and cyclists along its length
A calmed street with dedicated provision for safe cycling is our expectation for Ponsonby Road  to become a shopping, eating and general enjoyment mecca for cyclists. However other benefits will result if cyclists are given dedicated space – pedestrians will have less conflict with bikes & get an extra buffer  from car traffic. NZTA notes (in Pedestrian Planning and Design Guide) that cycle lanes improve pedestrian crash records by 30%. 
Providing Copenhagen lanes not only provide better safety for cyclists but  they make people FEEL safe on bikes, creating an environment where people are wanting to cycle. 
Cycle Action Auckland agrees strongly with 
Develop Ponsonby Road as a vibrant street that balances the needs of users.
(Also we recognise the role of Ponsonby as a key entertainment and boutique shopping destination whilst providing for a variety of housing types & employment opportunities.)
Increased users cycling on Ponsonby  Road will make it more vibrant  as cyclists, like pedestrians, actually make eye contact and are more likely to stop and  chat, pause for a coffee/beer/glass of wine  or browse, unlike car drivers
Cycle facilities will bring customers that actually stop & shop at businesses that provide services for everyday residents & workers,
Cyclists tend to be ‘localists’ providing a boon to neighbourhood shops and restaurants. Research  has found cycle lanes encourage people to shop in their community rather than heading to a mall 5-10km away. See for example, No Bike Lanes Don’t Hurt Retail Business
Copenhagen (or even any protected) cycle lane inside parked cars provide a buffer  that will make it more pleasant , to sit next to the road at a footpath café, to walk along the shop fronts and even to cross the footpath.

Cycle Action Auckland agrees with outcome to
Protect, enhance, celebrate and interpret the historic and cultural heritage of Ponsonby Road
A calmed street with dedicated provision for safe cycling allows the attributes of Ponsonby Road to be better appreciated.  We would not favour gratuitous ‘commemorative’ features  that tend to date. An example of an appropriate marker could be a drinking fountain at the top of Western Park for active passersby that alludes to the Tuna mau water course in the valley.
Cycle Action Auckland agrees with outcome to
Contribute to the achievement of region-wide improvements to the natural environment 
Harmful emissions & contributions to water run-off are naturally reduced by more people moving around on bicycles rather than cars.
We note that illustrations of Copenhagen lanes in the document give some implication that tree bays in the ‘parking’ zone are not as achievable where  bikes are accommodated between  the kerb & parked cars.  This is not so and the potential for planting is even greater where car (passenger) door protection zone is added. 

Transport Questions 
6 Three Lamps
Cycle Action Auckland  supports Option C
But would like to Copenhagen lanes  or protected cycle lanes, especially as here there is width to give protection from car door openings and there are not driveways
Provision as above should provide continuity to the cycle facility further south
Parking availability indicators would help any loss of parking
7 Three Lamps to Franklin Road
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cycle Action prefers Concept B 
But would like to Copenhagen lanes especially as here there is width to give protection from car door openings
Parking availability indicators would help any loss of parking
8 Franklin Road to Great North Road
Cycle Action supports Concept C
But would like to Copenhagen lanes especially as an ‘away from kerb’ cycle lane would make the clearway arrangement pretty strange. 
When bus volumes grow  and clearway means heavy buses adjacent to the cycle lane a relief  alternative partly through the top of Western Park would be desirable, particularly to less confident cyclists.
We dislike the substandard median strip, and would suggest a reduction to one traffic lane north-bound before supporting reduction in footpaths. This would then also allow door-protection for cycle lane users.
9 Pollen Street
Cycle Action supports the concept of ‘shared space’ at top of Pollen St
Concept A is preferable but pocket park earlier outlined was better – a clear delineation of shared space (by paving or whatever and no (especially angled) parking) and then the intensively angle-parked street signaled by standard road surface treatment.
This is a great place for more user friendly bike parking (Nearby Foodcourt is a high-turnover attraction for locals (especially younger ones).
No right turn into Pollen important t for cycle & pedestrian safety.
10 Rose Road Shared Space
Cycle Action supports the concept of ‘shared space’ at top of Rose Road with no vehicular traffic apart from that to & from adjacent properties.
Rose Road is a popular and relatively  quiet cycle route from Grey Lynn so we assume cycles could still travel through it.
St Mary’s Road
Cycle Action supports the concept of ‘shared space’ at the head of Waikuta
Great place for more user friendly bike parking (preferably sheltered) outside library.
The Post Office and Three Lamps provide enough maker to the entry to Ponsonby Road without any other major installation. The significance of Waikuta would be is better addressed in a more in depth interpretation.
Ponsonby/Karangahape/Newton/Great North Road Junction
Cycle Action supports the concept of improved pedestrian and cyclist experience here but apart from the calming of the raised table, there does not appear to be any major improvement for cyclists,
As a potential ‘cycling to CRL’ route this will be a major part of the ‘integrated transport network’. Currently it is the link to two of the busiest cycling  routes in Auckland – Karangahape Road  and the Nortwestern cycleway via Newton Road.
11 Bus Build-outs, Barnes Dance and Raised Tables
Cycle Action accepts:
That the Copenhagen lanes will cross the bus stop  build outs, where cyclists will have to give way to bus patrons. These points will need close co-ordination with cycling design to ensure they do not create a conflict zone with pedestrians or pinch points.
Cycle Action supports Barnes Dance 
However In the context of this total cycle –friendly neighbourhood but we would strongly advocate that these are made legally useable by cyclists also.
Cycle Action supports Raised Pedestrian Tables :
As we feel they are a much better traffic calming device than chicanes or narrowings. However In this context they need to be designed to be cyclist friendly. 
If narrowings of side streets are adopted they should have cycle by-passes so cyclists aren’t crowded out by the constricted entries/exits. This is less of an issue when such treatments are  off a raised table (thereby slowing cars going in & out).
12 Copenhagen Lanes etc
Cycle Action 
strongly appreciates that  Copenhagen lanes  give cyclist their own distinctive zone. In the context of other rich urban enhancement they would give Ponsonby its own ‘pacific’ equivalent to the ‘european’ feel appreciated in northern hemisphere cities and a feeling of great safety for cyclists. (Note – as they raised they must always go between the kerb and any parked cars.)
We are concerned that the Copenhagen lanes do not appear to include a zone to protect cyclists from passenger door openings & feel this should be provided on any dedicated cycle lane adjacent to parked cars.

Cycle Action believes providing great safe cycling facilities along the full length of Ponsonby Road will:
· Make Ponsonby feel more vibrant  (it will again be at the forefront of things), 
· Provide for lot of suppressed cycle demand - getting the more than 2 out of 5 people who have access to a bike to actually use it locally (when they feel safe),
· Provide customers that actually stop & shop at businesses that provide services for everyday  residents & workers,
· Enhance  and add options to the tourist experience of the Road and its entertainment  facilities.
·  ‘Seed the need’ for well-connected cycling infrastructure  - to city, Westhaven/waterfront,  Skypath,  the north –west cycle path and soon to K Road Station!).
16 Implementation 
Cycle Action urges:
That the Copenhagen or similar protected cycle lanes are imminently installed on Ponsonby Road
This is the one major element that will radically change the vibrancy or Ponsonby Road.
It will not conflict with any other elements being activated concurrently or later.
It will immediately improve pedestrian conditions (bikes will move off footpaths). 
If we can’t make a leap in cycle use & consequent vibrancy here and now on Ponsonby Road,  Cycle Action Auckland believes we might as well give up on maintaining  or climbing up the liveability scale. (see attached document on Srategy and Vision  
This would be in spite of advice we have invited from international experts like Jan Gehl …….and the models that are continually presented to us.
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